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An opposition coalition led by the center-right Partido Accion Nacional (PAN) defeated the longgoverning Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI) in the bitter gubernatorial election in Yucatan
state on May 27. The initial count, issued by the Programa de Resultados Electorales Previos (PREP),
showed that coalition candidate Patricio Patron Laviada had obtained nearly 52% of the vote,
compared with about 45% of the vote for PRI rival Orlando Paredes Lara. Most exit polls conducted
by television networks, local newspapers, and the political parties confirmed the results released by
the PREP. Turnout was moderate, with 66% of registered voters casting a ballot.
Spokespersons for the Consejo Estatal Electoral (CEE) said participation would have been higher,
but inclement weather may have kept some voters away from the polls. Patron Laviada, a PAN
federal senator and former mayor of Merida, headed the Alianza por Yucatan, which also included
the center-left Partido de la Revolucion Democratica (PRD), the Partido del Trabajo (PT), and the
environmentally oriented Partido Verde Ecologista Mexicano (PVEM).
The PRI, while acknowledging the coalition's strong advantage, declined to concede the election
to Patron pending release of official results, expected by June 3. PRI president Dulce Maria Sauri
Riancho said PRI election observers detected "many irregularities" in the election and hinted that
the party might challenge the final results. "I cannot in any way ratify the numbers that are being
released, since these are subject to various circumstances and conditions," said Sauri.
Despite Sauri's statements, however, many electoral observers said the election appeared to be free
of many of the irregularities that characterized past elections. The PRI had attempted to turn the
Yucatan election into a referendum on President Vicente Fox, whose popularity has fallen in recent
months because of his push to impose a value- added tax (impuesto al valor agregado, IVA) on food,
medicines, and other basic products. But the strategy failed because Patron, although a strong Fox
ally, denounced the president's IVA proposal (see SourceMex, 2001-04-18).
Many national and local PRI officials were angry with Fox for "showing a lack of respect" for
electoral institutions when he called Patron to congratulate him on his victory before the official
results became available. The PRI which has long intervened to skew elections toward its candidates
also accused Fox's PAN-led federal government of engaging in a "state-sponsored" election through
the Instituto Federal Electoral (IFE) and other federal entities.
"This government authorized the use of federal resources to hire the company that conducted
the quick vote count," said Manuel Fuentes Bove, the PRI's national secretary for political action.
But some analysts suggest the PRI may be grasping at straws with its charges against the Fox
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government. "Power is an addiction for people in the PRI," said political analyst Primitivo
Rodriguez.

Election another setback for PRI "dinosaurs"
If the results of the election are allowed to stand, as expected, the loss would be a stinging defeat
for the PRI old guard, commonly known as the "dinosaurs." Outgoing Gov. Victor Cervera Pacheco
is said to typify the old style of governing, which was sustained by vote-buying and patronage.
"In symbolic terms, this is the end of the dinosaurs, although they can continue to wreak havoc in
the party," said analyst Jose Antonio Crespo of the Centro de Investigacion y Docencia Economica
(CIDE). "The loss is sure to increase the general gloom within the PRI."
PRI insiders blamed the defeat in part on internal divisions and lack of democratic participation in
the selection of candidates. "We cannot continue using this selection method, which leaves the party
divided," said PRI Sen. Emilio Gamboa Patron, a Yucatan native who is also the first cousin of the
victorious PAN candidate.
The PRI loss was also a personal defeat for Sauri Riancho, another Yucatan native who at one time
served as interim governor of the state. The election results will increase the pressure for the party
to replace Sauri, who has presided over six gubernatorial defeats and the loss of the presidential
election in the past two years. Sauri's only victory was a narrow win in the Tabasco race in October
2000, but the results were overturned by an electoral court because of voting irregularities (see
SourceMex, 2000-10-18, 2001-01- 10).
Furthermore, some analysts say the Yucatan loss could be the first of four defeats for the PRI this
year. Opposition parties are fielding strong gubernatorial candidates in the Baja California race in
July, the makeup election in Tabasco in August, and the Michoacan contest in November. The PAN
is favored in Baja California under the candidacy of ex-Mexicali mayor Eugenio Walter Elorduy,
while the PRD has gained strong support in Michoacan with candidate Lazaro Cardenas Batel,
grandson of popular former President Lazaro Cardenas (1934- 1940) and son of ex-Michoacan
governor and Mexico City mayor Cuauhtemoc Cardenas.
The PRI has its best chance of avoiding defeat in the Tabasco race, since the PAN has chosen not
to form an alliance with the PRD. But some analysts say the PRD gained a bargaining chip with its
strong support for the PAN in the Yucatan election, which could eventually bring the center- right
party into a coalition in Tabasco. "If the PAN decides to follow the PRD's example in Yucatan and
throw its support behind PRD candidate Raul Ojeda Zubieta, the PRI will surely have a very difficult
election," said analyst Juan Pardinas of the Centro de Investigacion para el Desarrollo (CIDAC).
"The little bit of support that the PAN would get in Tabasco is enough to hand the victory to the
PRD."
The Tabasco coalition efforts were dealt a setback in late May, when the state electoral court
(Tribunal Electoral de Tabasco, TET) ruled that the PVEM did not follow the proper procedures to
join an alliance with the PRD and PT. The PRD and PVEM have vowed to appeal this ruling before
the federal electoral court (Tribunal Electoral del Poder Judicial de la Federacion, TEPJF).
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Outgoing governor promises to respect election results
Gov. Cervera has promised to respect the official results of the Yucatan election when these are
released and to hand over a "clean" slate to the new administration. "In Yucatan, we respect the
appropriate electoral bodies, and these are the ones that will offer the final verdict," the outgoing
governor said in a press conference.
Cervera's willingness to accept a possible defeat is in stark contrast to the governor's strong efforts
before the election to keep the gubernatorial seat in the hands of the PRI at all costs. Just a week
before the vote, Cervera and his allies succeeded in convincing a state electoral court (Tribunal
Electoral del Estado, TEE) to disqualify the PREP and to allow state authorities to deny registration
to 500 independent observers.
Cervera and national PRI leaders cited technical reasons for seeking the court action, but opposition
parties viewed this as another maneuver to interfere with the vote. The TEE order was overturned
by the TEPJF, which said that the CEE decisions were in line with Mexican electoral laws.
Maneuvers by Cervera and his political machine to manipulate the election were evident several
months ago, when the governor and the PRI-led state legislature attempted to retain control of the
election by seeking to dictate the composition of the CEE (see SourceMex, 2000-12-20, 2001-02- 27).
These efforts were turned back by Mexico's highest court (Suprema Corte de Justicia de la Nacion,
SCJN), which ruled in March of this year that the PRI should comply with federal election laws (see
SourceMex, 2001-03-07).
For the PRI, the declining support in Yucatan was most evident in its strongholds in rural areas,
where the party lost key mayoral seats to the PAN. The apparent losses included the communities of
Motul, Peto, Tiziman, and Uman, which in the past had voted overwhelmingly for the PRI.

PAN wins many mayoral races; state legislature in limbo
The center-right party apparently won mayoral elections in at least 30 cities, nearly tripling its
number of victories in the 1995 election. But the PRI, citing massive irregularities, has demanded a
recount or a repeat of the elections in 33 of the 106 municipal elections. The PAN victories included
a landslide victory in its stronghold in the state capital of Merida. PAN candidate Ana Rosa Payan
obtained 53% of the vote, compared with 40% for PRI rival Jorge Esma Bazan. Payan's victory means
the PAN has won the mayoral race in Merida for five consecutive elections.
Even with the losses in the gubernatorial race and in the municipal elections, the PRI hopes
to retain control in the state legislature, which could cause some problems for the incoming
Patron administration. The new government is due to take office on Aug. 1. Preliminary estimates
suggested the PRI may have won eight or nine of the legislative seats up for direct election. But
the PAN says its own count shows that it scored victories in eight of the 15 state legislative races.
Another 10 at-large seats will be allocated based on percentage of the vote.
Initial estimates show the PRI will receive four of these at-large seats, with five others going to the
PAN and one to the PRD. If the preliminary estimates are correct, the PRI would have 14 or 15 of the
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25 seats, allowing the party to retain a majority in the legislature. If the PAN count stands, however,
the center-right party would gain a narrow margin in the state legislature with 13 seats. (Sources:
CNI en Linea, 05/21/01, 05/22/01, 05/24/01, 05/28/01; Associated Press, 05/23/01, 05/28/01; Agence
France-Presse, 05/25/01, 05/28/01; Notimex, 04/23/01, 05/22/01, 05/24/01, 05/27-29/01; Novedades,
05/10/01, 05/23/01, 05/25/01, 05/28/01, 05/29/01; Reuters, 05/23/01, 05/27-29/01; The Dallas Morning
News, 05/27/01, 05/29/01; The New York Times, 05/28/01, 05/29/01; El Economista, 04/23/01, 05/02/01,
05/22-25/01, 05/29/01, 05/30/01; El Universal, 04/27/01, 05/10/01, 05/22-25/01, 05/27-30/01; Reforma,
04/27/01, 05/09/01, 05/21-24, 05/27- 30/01; Excelsior, 04/30/01, 05/07/01, 05/22-25/01, 05/28- 30/01; El
Diario de Yucatan, 04/30/01, 05/10/01, 05/22-25/01, 05/27-30/01; El Financiero, 05/09/01, 05/21/01,
05/22/01, 05/25/01, 05/28-30/01; Jornada, 05/24/01, 05/28-30/01)
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